Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 

! 


FOR    BROADCAST    USE  ONLY 


|  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT 
Z  OF  AGRICULTURE 
:'  OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Friday,  December  1,  1944 


Subject;     "Continue  Saving  Fats"    Information  from  Office  of  Distribution 
officials,  Var  Food  Administration. 


Even  if  the  Christmas  holidays  are  almost  here, this  is  not  the  time  to  quit 
working  on  the  fat  salvage  campaign.    The  fats  you  throw  away  are  needed.  ..and 
needed  badly  to  help  win  the  war.    That's  the  latest  word  from  the  Washington  head- 
quarters of  the  Household  Fat  Salvage  Campaign.    The  products  and  by  products  made 
from  your  used  cooking  fats  are  so  important  in  fighting  the  war  that  we  can't  stop 
saving  them  until  the  Japanese  war  machine  is  blown  to  bits. 

Before  the  war  we  imported  every  year  about  a  billion  pounds  of  fats  and  oils 
from  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  llalaya  and  the  Philippines. .. .countries  now  under 
Japanese  control.    Fven  after  those  islands  are  freed  from  Jap  tyranny  it  will  take 
several  months  before  trade  can  get  back  to  normal.    The  type  of  fats  we  used  to 
import  from  the  Pacific  area  are  called  "hard  fats".    The  only  other  source  avail- 
able now  for  large  quantities  of  "hard  fat"  is  in  American  kitchens.     It's  esti- 
mated that  500  million  pounds  of  fat  is  thrown  away  every  year  in  our  homes... 
poured  down  the  drains  or  scraped    into  the  garbage  cans. 

You  may  think  that  the  little  dab  of  fat  that  you  can  save  from  week  to  week 
is  literally  only  a  "drop  in  the  bucket".    And  of  course  it  is.    But  every  cupful 
you  can  salvage  swells  the  flow  into  the  national  reservoir.     If  every  homemaker 
in  the  United  States  saves  only  a  teaspoonful  of  fat  a  day  it  would  amount  to  over 
one  hundred  million  pounds  a  year.    But  of  course  many  housewives  can  save  much 
more  than  a  teaspoonful  a  day.    When  you  look  down  the  list  of  products  that  need 
fats  in  some  form  or  other  for  their  manufacture,  you  understand  why  thousands  of 


pounds  of  salvaged  fat  must 'go  to  work  every  day. 

The  fat  from  your  kitchen  is  added  to  the  general  pool  of  inedible  tallow  and 
grease.    Three-fourths  of  this  salvaged  fat  is  used  to  manufacture  soap.    But  it 
doesn't  all  come  out  in  pleasant  smelling  toilet  soap... or  even  is  granulated  or 
flaked  form  for  our  laundry  purposes.    About  one-fourth    of  the  soap  is  used  for 
military  purposes.     Some  of  it. ..made  into  big  yellow  bars.. .goes  to  our  G.  I.  Joes 
all  over  the  world  to  keep  their  clothes  as  fresh  as  possible.    But  there's  another 
reason  for  making  soap  that  perhaps  Is  as  important  as  the  soap  itself .. .though 
scarcely  comparable. 

One  of  the  by-products  in  the  manufacture  of  soap  is  glycerine.    As  you  prob- 
ably know  glycerine  is  vital  in  the  making  of  explosives,    nitroglycerine  is  an  es- 
sential tool  in  mining   operations,  in  demolition  activities,  and  in  road  building. 
Sometimes  explosives  are  used  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  or  to  open  up  new 
routes  for  our  Armies.    Your  used  fats  are  needed  to  make  enough  explosives  to  do 
those  war  jobs. 

Glycerine  is  necessary  in  the  manufacture  of  another  war  material ... .good 
paint.    Can  you  imagine  how  many  tons  of  paint  it  must  take  to  coat  just  one  ship? 
Tanks,  planes,  trucks,  jeeps . .all  need  paint... a  good  protective  coat  of  paint.  It 
would  be  poor  economy  to  build  a  fine  tank  and  cover  it  with  poor  paint.  Glycerine 
is  essential  in  making  good  paint,  and  it's  up  to  us  housewives  to  furnish  the  used 
fat  which  makes  possible  the  manufacture  of  this  essential  war  material. 

Another  commodity  using  glycerine  in  its  manufacturing  process  is  medicine,., 
drugs  of  many  kinds.    It's  difficult  to  realize  the  wide  variety  of  uses  that  a  can 
of  used  fats  which  you  save  a  little  at  a  time  can  be  put  to  in  the  laboratories  and 
factories  where  war  "supplies  are  made. 

One  of  the  newest  and  most  important  of  all  military  materials  is  synthetic 
rubber.    Without  glycerine,  which  is  a  by-product  in  the  manufacture  of  fatty  acids 
as  well  as  soap.    We  could  not  have  this  precious  new  kind  of  rubber... nor  enough 
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paints,  explosives,  munitions  and  drugs. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fat  salvage  campaign  many  pounds  of  usuable  grease  wat 
turned  in  because  women  didn't  know  that  they  could  use  their  meat  drippings  several 
times  and  then  sell  it  to  the  butchers.    Now  most  homemakers  are  aware  that  only  the 
fat  you  don't  want  to  use  again  is  the  kind  to  save  for  the  fat  salvage  pool.  Of 
course  the  fat  should  be  strained  to  clear  it  of  foreign  matter.    The  fat  salvage 
people  who  clarify  the  fat  have  been  complaining  lately  about  the  amount  of  material 
turned  in  to  the  butchers  which  isn't  fat.    The  story  is  going  around  about  one 
butcher  who  said  he  got  everything  but  doorknobs  in  the  cans  of  fat  brought  in  by  a 
few  of  his  customers. 

It  doesn't  take  long  to  strain  the  fat,  clearing  it  of  pieces  of  meat  and 
onions  and  bits  of  vegetables.    Some  women  find  it  easier  to  pour  their  fat  scrap- 
ings into  a  can  and  keep  it  in  the  refrigerator  till  the  can  is  full.     Then  they  set 
it  in  the  oven  or  over  a  low  fire.. .or  to  be  on  the  safe  side. ..they  set  it  in  a  pan 
of  hot  water  till  it's  melted.    And  then  they  strain  it  and  pour  it  into  a  clean  can 
ready  to  take  to  the  butcher. 

Instead  of  throwing  away  your  ltttle  pieces  of  fat,  fry  them  out  and  save 
every  teaspoonful  you  can't  use  again,  and  turn  it  in  to  your  butcher.    He  will  give 
you  four  cents  a  pound  and  two  red  points  for  every  pound  of  salvaged  fat.    That  may 
not  seem  like  much  pay  for  your  work,  but  the  fat  will  mean  more  than  money  in  bring- 
ing the  war  to  an  earlier  close.    And  even  after  the  war  is  over,  a  billion  pounds  of 
fats  will  be  needed  for  reconstruction  and  rehabilitation  in  Europe.     So  keep  up  the 
fat  saving  habit,  for  it's  one  of  your  most  valuable  contributions  toward  winning  the 
war. 


